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JOSE G. TORMOS VEGA 
(JOS l L.., u I 

(f()ohierno 4ffilunidpnl he Jonre 
®ficinZJ btl ~lcnlbt 

PONCE. PUERTO RICO 

Mr. James Ladue 
Vice President 
Cecos International, Inc. 
P.O. Box 619 
Niagara Falls, NY 14302 

Dear Mr. Ladue: 

June 23, 1982 

As you are well aware of, USEPA-Region II has recently determined tha t the only portions of the Ponce Municipal Landfill which are entitled to interim states are the disposal lagoons located therein. Furthermore, EPA has de termined that these lagoons must be closed. 

However, it is ou r feeling that the interests 

5 3 .2. 

of the Municipality of Ponce and the people of Puerto Rico are best served not by accepting what we feel is a narrow-minded interpre t ations of EPA regulations, but by pursing a ,permanent solution .to the needs of the industrial cummunity. 

In this spirit I want to reiterate our continued committment to this project and at the same time request from you all the assistance you can provide to us as petitioners of record i n our effort to upgrade a faci­lity that can truly protect the environment and public health in the most unquestionable manner. 
In the process of supporting our position I have requested the assistance of the Puerto Rican Government at the state level, but in addition I urge you to accor­ding t~ our agreement, represent our position a~ any -~ral level you deem it necessary to enhance the ~1:'~1-~~y of this -~~~ necess.a_EY_P.!O_Ject:. 

lev 



JOSE G. TOWOS VEGA 
I JOS l '-"' U I 

ALCALC'>I!: 

~ohierno ~unicipal be l'%onre 
@ficinn bPI J\lcnlbt 

PONCE, PUERTO RICO 

Ms. Anne M. Gorsuch 
Administrator 
u.s. Enviromental 
PDoyection Agency 
401 M Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Ms. Gorsuch: 

June 23, 1982 

RE: Ponce .r.lunicipal Dump 
ID No. 000010231 

!J . j. I 

It was with deep regret that I received communi­cation from USEPA-Region II (see attachQent) informing me of their decision not to recognize "existing facili ty " status for the Ponce Municipal landfill and their reque st to effect closure of existing operations. 

We are deeply preocupied with the fact that, what we believe is a very narrow interpretation of regulatio~s originally enacted in an effort to secure the proper handling of hazardous wastes is in this case in effect betraying the proposes of the legislation. What is more, by single stroke of the pen, the Enforcement Component of Region II is setting policy that totally disregards both the industrial needs of the Island of P.R. and the specific situation of the Ponce Municipal landfill. When you consider the lack of availability of proper facilities for the whole of industry, the enormity of this decision becomes apparent. We cannot beleive that the industrial development of all of P.R. and the safety of the people of Ponce, specifically, can be disregarded in the process sustaining what is unquestionably a mere interpretation of a very narrow slice of regulation. -

The irrationality of the action taken by the Enforce­ment Division of Region II becomes self evid<;!nt when its not result is a non solution · for an importau : envi romental problem. 



Ms. Anne M. Gorsuch 
page --2--
June 23, 1982 

It should not be, and we beleive it is not, the 
policy of this Administration to soffocate all possi­
bilities of an industrial development that respects both 
the enviroment and the health of the community. 

In this spirit we respectfully request from you all 
possible assistance in rectifying a situation that should 
have never been. 

lev 

Sincerely yours, 

/ --- ~\ (·,·\ \ . : \.:.J 1 . , /' A,, J - . f I' . l I .L' I ,·.;. · t.. · \ 
. / l< ~ ~X:. ·' .'• \ \.1...1\.-v ... l ~.r ,: \ "-

- ·--:, \._;~ - •J ! 
' -J 

Jos~ G~ Tormos Vega 
May.or of Ponce 

' .' 

cc: Governor Carlos Romero Barcel6 
Jacqueline Schaffer 
Baltasar Corrada del Rio 

Enclosure 
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June 25, 1982 

,,:a- •·o~.:• ot .. ro.'' ,..,c:. 
.... TO '<L~. r . r 00 .-JIO 

1-Is. .t"\nne N. Gorsuch 
Ad1:li ni s tra tor 
U.S. · Environmental 
Protection Agency 
401 N Streit, S.W~ 
\\ n s h i n g t on , DC 2 0 4 6 0 

Dear l·!s. Gorsuch: 

I hnve just rccci vcd not icc· fror:; the mayor of Ponce on the 

dcni:tl of t.JSLPi\-Rcgion II t.o recognize the Ponce f.iur.icip~l 

L:mdfill as a "lw::ardous \·:nste existjn~ fac.i.1ity" llH<.lcr 

section 300S of TI.CRA. The .ir;il)l.icat.lons of such decision 

a t t h i s t i 1:~ e , \\' e b e 1 .i. c v e , <I n: n s t on .i ~d t i. n g s i n c e j n r e nl i t r 
it cl0cs . nothing but close tl:c doors to the proper h:tndlii1~: 

of h :1 z .:1 r c.1 o u ~... ,,. ~ s t c s j ll P u c r t o R i c o 

Thl' proper h.:1nc1.tin~: :tnd cUspo.sal of kl::~nlot;s subst2.nccs 

. is Ycrr J:lLH.:h <t ' pr.i.orit)' of thiS .-\d!iLln.i.strat.iC!!1 £_in:n the 

del:i.catc ecological balance of an isLl:td of conp:trati\·elr 

SD:lll gecr,r<lphicnl cl:i.rr:ensions and our in\·.iolable CO!:i~:t.itnen.t 

to the: hc~l th of our people and our en': .i 1·on:;.~nt. On the 

otheT hand, in my position LIS :''.dmin ·i.stnLtor of the agency 

entrusted 1dth the lw.:1lth nHd '"ell-bc.inr- of our ~conoi'iic 

d c n~ 1 op r.; c- n t , I c n n no t b u t con s i d c r t h i s ·'in i t i a t i v c a :. 

dcY:tstctting. In very renl ten~s l1S.EP.~\-ncgion II h:=ts 

rcc;uirccl fro::; us to 't1ut a !'C!·ecchiJH' h:!lt to a :!l iiH!:t~!.:ri:c1 . ~ 

- -:. : . cic'..'t.:lor:;:~:::rr!.: t1L:tt '-1~~-~~ctt~ts ozt the ~:sse·nti~~l L!:E . L·a~;tru.:tl:~~ ~ 

. ---ro·' · t; ,- ; . . tl:.::;r;· .. ···1 · o··! ,.l7:lr ·'o ···· , ., .,~ ··ri· ' ' '' r-n ,, ''"'l" '' "'' ~ "'''~ 
·-:··b!"\:. · .... ··- I ... ,'.:-'J"•- ~,~,L~:~· l~ ·~~ - -·· · ~~~:~ ·. -.~·:~:~ . ;· . .. :; _ ,~·"'., '~- ~-: -~· ;: ,:. 

,.s.l!>. \,lll -le.L.e a-> .Lcl~ .... ot t:J.- t..u ....... t_ lc.~ [,_.._ _ _ , .. __ 

this decisj_cn o.f.fct·s no v.i:tblc <11tcrnr!ri\·es fo'!· the :-;o"!ution 

of the b~sic envirom!:ental problc:r.1. Tlti.s interpretation of 

~CR1\ regul~ tions, ob.,·iouslr ster:ls fror.! a nar.r·c.n-:-1::indcd 

appreciation of the problem that evidently ignores the 

universe of the issue nnd its multitude ii::p1icnt-ions. 

\•: c do 11 o t lr a v e a t p·r e:. en t an a c c c p t n b 1 e fa c: .i 1 i t y f 0 r t h c 

prop e .1· d i s p o s ~tl o f ::a z. ;n-dolls '' ~ s t c: in the i ~ 1 an cL h' c 1! :tv c 

been d (.; n i c d t h c opt J . on o .f. tt p g r :1 c.1 in g :t fa c i 1 .i. t r to i:t c c t our 

present and future needs. 1·ic h:tvc not been pro\.·idccl \·tith 
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1-b. Anne N. Gorsuch 
P.:tr.c 2 
~Tune 2 5 , 19 8 2 

options th•tt realistically could ir.,p ·rove the situation in 
the f o r s e c ~ b 1 c f u t u r e . B 1 t \-; c do h ~ v c h a z a r do u s \-!as t e s to 
dispose of and a growlhg industrial community with invest­
ment needs for the appropr iate infrastructure. 

Because of the reasons sta ted above, I am conpelled to ask 
for your assistance in this matter since it is of urgent 
priority that the issue be resolved in favor of both industry 
and environment. It i~ our sincere belief that this initia­
tive clearly contradicts t he re~sons for the enactment of 
this legislation. It is a lso our hope that policy de~isions 
be made to resolve it in a fair and ~quitable manner. 

Cordially.yours, 

cc: Governor Carlos Rome r o Barce16 
J6~elyn Tormos Vega 
Baltasar Corrada del ' R1o 
Jacqueline Schafer 

a .& -!' ~ sa:z .;wc . . &!CClae;u; . . s :z;:; ~.n£&4&t .. ar. _c .. JAt_!Q!;csz.as• : .. e;z ... 'R4.v.4Df$R oa 



UNITED STATES ENVIRON M ENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

RE GIO~J II 

' · 26 FED E ~.:..L PLAZA 

'JUL B 19B2 
-: ' ·. N~W YORK NEV." YORK 102 78 : 

' 

• 

Jose Torrros-\iega, Hayor 
Casa Consistorial 
~1LL1icipali ty of Ponce 
POllee, Puerto Rico 00731 

Re: Ponce ~i·..micipcl Th.I!T? 
I.D. No. PRT000010231 

Dear l-1ayor Tornos-Vega: 
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.. · . . 
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- I am wTitin:; at this ti.r:e as ·a follo.·1-up to your rteeting of July 2, 1982, with 
Jagueline Schafer, Regional Administrator of Region II. At that rne€ting, y"'.J 
were infomed that, based on information available ·to:. the Envirornnen~al Protec­

.:• .. , tion Agency ("EP.r..") at the prese!lt time, the 1and:Hll:located at . the abov'?-
.f referen~ facility did not appear to be eligible .fot interim status as a 

hazarco~s ~aste facility pursuant to Section 3005 of the Resource Conservation 
am Reca.;ery Act ("Rc::RA"), 42 U.S.C. 6901, et ~· · 

' The basis for the decision that y.·as mace with resp2ct to the landfill was 
its apparent failure to . meet .the defi ition of "existing facility" contained 
within tr.~ r~ulatiors fromulgated pursua~t to Section 3005. The criteria for 
qualifyirg as a..'1 "existing facility" are as follo..~s: . . ·. 

1. The facility must have been receiving waste defineJ as "hazardrus" 
within the mea!iing of the Act on or before November }9, 1980 (the effective 
date of the RCRA regulations). =·.·:,:· · 

2. The facility must ha·.;e been au t horized to ~c~..pt the hazardous wastes 
at that t ;,...,., . · · ~ . ~Ill; .~~ 1 ·~ · ~ 

• 
'The Agency V.O-"ld be willin9 to consioe?r any h"\formation that Ponce is able to 
provide with respect to these t-wo issues and their effect on the status of the 
la.1df ill at the Ponce Hunicipal D.Jrrp. Of particular value to EPA in making 
ar.y deter:..ination as to whether the landfill met condition one ( 1), above, 
WY~ld lY= any records maintained by the Municipality -..nich describe, with so>T€ 
deg::-ee of 5?'2Cificity, the hazardOJS ,,.·astes which .were received ard disposed 
of at t.l-Je landfill on or before Noveml~r 19, 1980. "Records," in this case, 
y.·oUld include !1'2.nifests, receipts, tipping bills, etc. Please note that the 
wastes described JTUJst meet the cri ter .' a for hazarda.ls waste set forth in 40 CFR 
Part 261. 

Evidence 'n7lich w:::x.1ld estaelish that the landfill rret condition two (2), a.bove, 
m~st consist of a wTitten representat i on by the appropriate Commonwealth Agency 
that the la.rdf Ul -..•as aut.1Jorize:3 to accept the hazardous ...,·astes 'nilich it received 
u'lder any then-applicable C~n·.·.-:alt.I-J laws -and/or regulations. In this case, 



' ; ' .· 

·.~I • . . 

EPA · . .;cu.J..d :::q:Act a ·.-.Titten stat'2:'Tent from the Enviror.rtental Qu.:~lity aoar-::3 that, ur ior to ~10'/e.':'..l:er 19, 1980, the ·landfill at tbe Ponce 7·lunicipal Dur.p was legit ~at::ly authorized to receive hazardoos. waste. · 

Please note that a.rry det.::r:ninations made '""ith respect to the status of the landfill at the Ponce facility are independent of any enforcement actior£ L~at might b= tc..'o<:en based. on !Jre<; ioJsly existing . regul.:~tory violations at the .,...aste lagoons, Indeed, as I stated in my pre •;ious letter, we are in the process of pre?arirq to issue an administratiiJe ccr.-r:plaint requiring t.lfe clean-up of L~e lagoons. v€ presently expect L~e Co~laint to be issued within the next t~ wee~s. Specifically, the C~laint will contain a .Compliance Order with the following requirements: · 

1. Ponce will be required to establ i sh a program of site security within fifteen days of the effective date of the Order. 
·, :: ' . . 2. Ponce will be required . to develop a;1d submitto EPA closure and · PJst­closure plans for the lagcors '""ithin thirty days of :the effective date of the Order, and, within fifteen days of receiving ap~roval of the plans, initiate the programs set o.1t therein. · :~:~- .. ~ · ... . . · ~ . . . 

3. Ponce ... :ill be required to devel()£) and submit . to EPA a groond...;ater monitoring plan within thirty days of tr.e effective date of the Order, and, within ninety days of the Order, i!Tlplanent said plan.; , '. 

It is my understanding that certain of this information rray have ~n previously forwarded to the Agency. If that is the case, we will, of coorse, take that fact into consideration. Also please note that th~ Agency is carrnitted to taki03 into accOJnt "good faith" effects ·when resolvirg enforce..rnent actions. Evidence of such good faith will include any efforts · rrede by the ~lunicip.3lity of Ponce to address the issues of concern to the Agency before a Complaint is issued. 
~ ,, 
l . • 

Please address your response to this letter, including ·any infonnation which you might ha\1"2 pertaining to the status of the .landfili at the Ponce facility, to Bruce R. Adler, Attorney, General E forceme~~ - Btanch; U.S. Enviro~~ntal Protection A<;ency, 26 Fe0eral Plaza, Ne,... Yock, ) -Je .... < Yor-k, 10278. Should :_.'OJ have any questions, please call Mr. Adler- at (212) ~ 264-9898. 

Sincerely yours, 

. l~~t~nH/ 
Actin:3 Dic'=ctor . 
Enforcerrent Division 

cc: Pedro Ge labert 
Canm.issionec 
Env i r )rrne n tal Qual i ty Board 

' . 
I. 
I . o • 

. t . • 
. •: 



GOVERNME N T OF PUER TO R I CO 

ECOKOl'>IIC DEVELOP~IEXT ADl'ofiXISTRATIO N 

2 6 8 PONCE 0£ LEO N AV E . 

HATO RE V, P . R . 00 9 18 

.J OSE M . C OB IAN 

Hon. Hector Reichard de Cardon a 
Secretary 
Departnent of Justice 
G.P.O. Box 192 
San Juan, PR 00902 

Dear Mr. Reichard de Cardona : 

P . 0 . B 0 X 2 3 5 0 

SA N JU A N, P. R . 0 0 936 

July 19, 1982 

' 
J " 

The Mayor of Ponce has filed with USEPA-Region II a request 
for designation of the Ponce "'1unicipal landfill as a 

T EL : 765 · I j o3 

76 5 · 0 35 8 

765 · 2900 

TELEX: 395 245 

hazardous ·waste "existing facility" for the treatnent and 
disposal of industrial wastes under Section 3005 of the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976. As a result 
of this action, USEPA has requested a legal opinion on the 
legality of the operations at the Ponce f-1unicipal landfill. 
Specifically, they are interested in the assurance by an 
appropriate entity of the Governoent of Puerto Rico that the 
landfill received its wastes (both hazardous and non-hazardous 
\vastes), since before November 19, 1980 in a lm--.:rfull canner 
and in conpliance with the ap[)licable provisions of local laH. 

It is the opinion of our legal advisors, that both Secretary 
Jimenez Hufioz and yourself have expressed fomal opinions on 
aspects of this issue vl i th a number of addenduns to said 
opinions \vhich basically solve the issue at hand. Should 
that be the case in this specific matter, as we feel it is, 
a statement of further clarification and an enclosure 
containing previous opinions would probably suffice . However , 
Hhat is essential is the pron pt clarification of t h is matter 
since the designation of the Ponce lfunicipal landfill is of 
vital i mportance to the -v;ell-being of the industrial develop­
ment of the island. 

I · ar:1 includi ng f or your considerat ion copy of pe r t i nent 
off icial docuoents to this case. 

cc : Hon. Joselyn Torr.'.os-Vega 
Attachrr.ents 

Sincerely yours, -
//~ . · 7 /~ / . 

/ //~ -~ 
Jo eM( Co~;-- . 

Adr.linistrator 
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1973 

April 1980 

June 1980 

November 13, 1980 

G. P. 0 . BOX 2350 St>N JU<.\. . PUERTO RICO 00936 

OUTLINE 

Ponce Landfill started operations prior to the 
creation of the Puerto Rico Environmental 
Quality Board (EQB). 

Law #9 created the EQB with legal partners to 
issue regulation for the control of wastes. 

' 
.J' 

Became effective EQB's original RegulRtion for 
the Control of Solid Wastes. 

EQB issued operating permit to Ponce Municipal 
Landfill (Attachment A). 

EQB gave an award for exceptional performance 
in the operation of the Ponce Municipal Landfill 
(Attachment B) 

Became effective EQB' s Re·gula tion for the 
Control of Hazardous a·na No·n-Hazar'dOUs Solid 
Waste which ~n: 

1. Rule 903 

Section A (Attachment C) required "existing 
hazardous waste facilities" to file for a 
permit to operate before May 13, 1982; 

Section B (Attachment C) provides for 
submittal of the information required by 
this rule by submitting the information 
given to EPA in Part A or Part B of an 
EPA permit application by submitting a 
copy of the application. Part A appli­
cation contained request to EPA for 
des~gnation of the entire Nunicipal Land­
fill (See - topographic map - page 6 XI . ) 

2. Rule 908 

Sec t ion A (Attachment D) provides for 
submittal of initial compliance plan for 
existing solid waste facilities that have 
not attained initial compliance with one 
or more of the requirements. They are 
used to establish a schedule for achieving 
compliance with requirements being violated. 



COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO 

ECONmiiC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 
G. P. 0. BOX 2350 

Page 2 

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 

November 19, 1980 

Nay 5, 1981 

June 10, 1981 

June 16, 1981 

March 18, 1982 

CONCLUSION: 

Ponce's Hunicipal Landfill applied to EPA for 
designati on as a Hazardous Waste "existing 
facility" by submitting a Part A permit 
applicat ' on pursuant to Section 3005 of the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 
42 U.S.C . 6901, et seg. the application 
claimed ' nterim status for operation pursuant 
to said Section 3005 of RCRA. (Attachment E). 

I 
.1' 

Ponce fi ed permit request under Rule 903 
~ttachment F). 

Secretary of Justice issues formal opinion 
(Attachment G) which states, among other 
things, hat under Law #9 the term "solid 
wastes" .' ncludes also hazardous wastes both 
solid or liquid. 

EQB issued operating permit to Ponce under 
Rule 903 for the entire Nunicipal Landfill 
as requested in the submitted copy of the 
federal Part A application (Attachment H). 

Ponce fi. ed officially · the compliance 
schedule required in Rule 908 (Attachment I) . 

Therefore, it is clear that the Ponce Municipal Landfill has always operated in a lawfull manner with all pertinent permits and therefore, the wastes received both hazardous and non-hazardous were received legally. 

Prior to the enactment of the EQB's hazardous waste regulations on November 13, 1980 Ponce could legally receive both hazardous and non-hazardous wastes since there was an absence of specific regulations applicable to hazardous wastes and the term solid waste in Law :ffo 9 applies to both hazardous and non-hazardous \vas tes . In · the opinion of the Secretary of Justice dated June 10, 19 81 in page 7 it states: 

"Considered the context of Act No. 9 as a broad but carefully controlled delegation of authority, in my opinion. its scope was intended to be sufficient to reach "hazardous solid wastes" and those persons engaged in the "generation, transportation, storage, treatment, or disposal" of such wastes. 
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Act No. 9 does, des pite the numerous references to "solid 
waste", authorize regula t ory control over "hazardous " waste, 
solid or liquid. This authorization is based primarily in a 
broad reading of the act as a whole, but also in the specific 
reading of Sections 11(14) and 11(15) (12 LPRA Section 1131(14), 
(15)), supra. 

It seems pertinent to not that the Re~ulation for the 
Control of Hazardous and Non-Hazardous Soli Wastes, represents 
the Board's increased awareness'of the environmental problem 
posed by improper hazardous waste disposal, and in my opinion, 
it is within the range of developments envisioned by the 
Cormnonwealth Legislature when it enacted Act No. 9." 

Even from November 13, 1980 up to the present the Ponce Land­
fill has received hazardous wa stes in compliance with applicable 
rules 903 and 908 of the Regulation. 



Han. Car los Rarero-Barcel6 
Governor of Puerto Rico 
La Fortaleza 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901 

Dear Rornero-Barcel6: 

- ' 
j ' " / 

July 20, 1982 

Re: Ponce M.micipal Landfill I.D. 
No. PRT 000010231 

Reference is rrade to a letter fran Mr. Michael P. Bonchonsky, Acting 
Director of the Enforcem=nt Division, to Mr. Jos~ Tonros-Vega, Mayor of 
Ponce, dated July 8, 1982 related with the application of the M.Jnicipality of Ponce for interim status of their landfill as a hazardous .,.,-aste fa~lity persuant to Section 3005 of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) 42 U.S.C. 6901. 

The storage, transportation and disposal of hazardous and toxic w-astes has been one of our top priorities since our administration carne to office 
in 1977. The EnvirCJl1Il)211t.al Q..lal: ty Board (EQB) prepared and approved a 
ccxnpr~"-lensive Regulation for the Control of Hazardous and Nonhazardous Solid 
Wastes and requested interim autl"X:>rization fran EPA to administer the 
regulation. 

You as Governor, created an Interagency Carrnittee to Develop a Policy 
for the Sitting of Toxic and Hazardous Waste Facilities in Puerto Rico 
(Administrative Bulletin Number 3963-A,- February 26, 1982) which Committee 
is canposed of the follC1.oling heads of agencies: (1) Envir011i:rei1t.al Quality &lard, (2) Planning &lard, (3) Department of Natural Resources, (4) Econcrnic 
Devel~t Ad:n.inistration, and (5) Solid Waste Ma:na.gffi.€!1t Authority. The Committee is presently working in the criteria for the sitting of new facili­ties that will be applied by the Plarming &lard, the agency in charge of 
location approvals. Ha.Yever, the establisl-rrent of new facilities in Puerto 
Rico will probably take several years, since the design standards for exist­
ing and new facilities were just approved by EPA on July 13, PJ82. In the · m=.a:nti.Ire, Puerto Rico rrust depend on the existing facilities to dispose of the hazardous wastes generated in the island, specially when the ocean ch.J:r,p­ing permit in the Atlantic Ocean expired by the end of 1981. 
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Under your guidance and in consultation with you, we have 
developed our public policy and requirE!112I1ts necessary to upgrade the 
existing facilities to EPA's approved standards. The Ponce sanitary land­
fill is one of those facilities; thus it pleases us that EPA haS reconsid­
~ed the denial for interim status based on: 

1. 'The facility mJSt have been receiving wastes defined 
as hazardous within the meaning of the Act on or 
before Novermer 9, 1980". 

2 . 'The facility II1Ll.St have been authorized to accept the 
hazardous wastes at that time". 

I am sure that the Munici ality of Ponce will be able to provide the 
necessary evidence of the hazardous wastes received before Nove:rber 19, 1980. 
'The EQB is hereby certifying that the facility was authorized to accept 
hazardous wastes under the applicable laws and regulations prior to Nove:Iiber 
1~, 1980. 

1:7&! 
President 



CERTIFICATIO~ 

The Environmental Quality Board hereby Certifies that 
the Ponce Sanitary Landfill was authorized to received 
hazardous wastes before November 19, 1980. 

On March 28, 1980 the Environmental Quality Board 
granted SK&F Laboratories a permit to disposed of hazardous 
wastes on a pond within the Ponce Sanitary Landfill (see 
letter from Mr. Jaime Ortiz to ·Mr. Jcs~ Caldas), under the 
previous Regulation for t h e Control of Solid Wastes. 

On June 16, 1981 the Environmental Quality Board 
granted a hazardous waste interim permit to the Municipality 
of Ponce until the EQB could act on the final permit (see 
letter from P.A. Gelabert , C.A.P. Soderberg and S. Rohena, 
Jr., to Mr. Jos~ Tormos-Vega dated June 16, 1981). 

Certified on this da e of July 28, 1981 at San Juan 
Puerto Rico, by Pedro A. Gelabert, Chairman of the Envir~n­
mental Quality Board. 

/1 

~~ /Pedro A. Gelabert 
Chairman 
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